
THE PROFESSIONAL ROLE OF THE NURSE

CASE STUDIES RELATING TO ACADEMIC INTEGRITY & ETHICS

Prepared by Susan Hantz

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES

By the end of this assignment, the student will

1. Discuss the College of San Mateo’s Guidelines Addressing Cheating and Plagiarism.

2.  Analyze academic integrity problems incorporated into the case studies and discuss the instructor/student  responsibilities based on CSM policies

3. Apply concepts from the ANA Code of Ethics to the case study discussions

Grading: Credit / No Credit

ASSIGNMENT: Students are divided into two groups of five students each. One group will read, discuss and answer the focus questions for Case A  and the other group will do the same for Case B. Each group will then summarize their discussion and conclusions at a post conference time selected by their clinical instructor.

CASE A

Judi,Janet and Anna are assigned to work on several group projects  in their

Medical-Surgical Nursing Course this semester. One of their projects includes writing a Concept Map for Hip Replacement Surgery. Judi took the lead on this project and helped the other students complete the assignment.

There is a test that includes Hip Replacement Surgery. Anna is concerned about the test. She reasons that since she worked in a group on the material as a collaboration and got a good grade, it shouldn’t be a problem to ask Judi what the answers are. They sit close to each other in class. Anna asks Judi to let her see her test answers. Judi does not want to offend her friend,  she moves her arm so Anna can see her paper.

Janet sits nearby and sees this.

CASE A FOCUS QUESTIONS (Answer individually first and then as a group)

1. What are the ethical issues in the case? Is this cheating?

2. Are all three students at fault? Is Anna more so than Judi?

3. Is Janet obliged to tell the instructor what she saw?

4. How does the ANA Code of Ethics apply to this case study?

CASE A FOLLOWUP DATA

The instructor sees Anna looking at Judi’s test answers. Anna receives an F for the test and because this is 35% of her grade she will probably not pass the course.

 FOCUS QUESTION

5. What is the instructors responsibility in this situation? Is this sanction appropriate? Does Anna have any rights?

CASE B

Elsa and Mary are friends and second year nursing students. They are taking their last clinical course Leadership Management. The course projects include a written paper on The Roles/Responsibilities of Licensed and Unlicensed Nursing Staff. The paper is due in a couple of days and because of a family emergency, followed by being in bed all weekend with the flu, Elsa hasn’t had a chance to work on the paper. She is very stressed out. Mary feels badly for Elsa and since she has finished her work,  offers to loan Elsa a copy of her paper. She does this so Elsa can see how Mary broke down the assignment and wrote her paper. Elsa gratefully accepts the offer. Mary e-mails Elsa the paper as an attachment.

FOCUS QUESTION

1. At this point is this academic dishonesty? If so,what kind (cheating, plagiarism etc.) and why?

CASE B ADDITIONAL DATA

As Elsa reads over Mary’s paper, she agrees with the majority of her information, but there are a few things she would word a bit differently. Elsa reasons that since she agrees with Mary’s concepts, she will go through the paper line by line and make a few changes to some  sentences.  She creates a cover-sheet with  her name and turns it in. 

FOCUS QUESTION

2. At this point is this academic dishonesty? If so,what kind and why?

CASE B ADDITIONAL DATA

 As Professor Sharpeye reads through the papers, he is struck by the similarity between Elsa and Mary’s papers, in fact when he compares them he realizes that in parts they are worded identically and where the wording varies, the concepts are the same.

FOCUS QUESTION

3. If you were Mary and the faculty member called you in about the similarity in the papers, how could you explain your role in what transpired? What would be your reaction to Elsa?

4. If you were Elsa, what would you say to Professor Sharpeye?

5. How does the ANA Code of Ethics apply to this case study?

NOTE TO STUDENTS


Answer the focus questions on a separate sheet of paper. Your clinical instructor has the option to collect these answers in order to award credit for the assignment.

This exercise is similar to the N211 Ethical Case Studies, a thanks to Professor Smith for allowing her excellent work to be used as a template.
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