
Fall 2013 Important DatesAbout College of San Mateo

College of San Mateo is located at the northern corridor of Silicon Valley and 
situated on a beautiful 153-acre site in the San Mateo hills that provides a pan-
oramic view of San Francisco Bay. Since 1922, CSM has been a gateway to high-
er education leading to university transfer, career preparation and advance-
ment, and professional and personal development. 

The College currently serves approximately 10,000 day, evening and weekend 
students. CSM students reflect the diversity of the Bay Area and have a range of 
educational goals. To best serve our students, the curriculum offers a wealth 
of programs that include traditional, semester-length and short courses in ad-
dition to distance education.

Students can experience a vibrant campus life to complement classroom 
learning that includes leadership development, student government, more 
than 20 student clubs and educational and cultural activities. CSM is proud 
of its championship intercollegiate athletic teams which compete at the high-
est community college level. Many student-athletes receive scholarships and 
continue at four-year institutions and numerous CSM athletes have gone on 
to professional careers.

To ensure student success, CSM offers a comprehensive selection of academic 
support services. Resources include financial aid and scholarships, counsel-
ing, transfer services, tutoring, employment assistance, health services and 
child care, among many others. 

For more information about the college, visit collegeofsanmateo.edu/explorecsm. 
Guided campus tours can be scheduled through collegeofsanmateo.edu/tours.

College of San Mateo is accredited by the Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior Col-
leges of the Western Association of Schools and Colleges, (10 Commercial Boulevard, Suite 204, 
Novato, CA 94949, 415-506-0234), an institutional accrediting body recognized by the Council for 
Higher Education Accreditation and the U.S. Department of Education.

Welcome to the fall 2013 semester. I would like to take 
this opportunity to mention that CSM has recently 
updated its Mission Statement and Institutional 
Priorities, which together, provide a “blueprint” for the 
college over the next several years.  Listed among the 
priorities are: Improving Student Success; Promoting 
Academic Excellence; and Promoting High-Quality 
Programs.  The stories that we have included in this 
schedule reflect those priorities of success, excellence 
and quality.

Beginning with this schedule we are introducing 
two new features—one highlighting members of 

our faculty and the other showcasing contributions that CSM programs make to 
our community.  In this edition, you can read an interview with Laura Demsetz, 
professor of engineering and computer science, who came to CSM after teaching 
for 10 years at UC Berkeley. Professor Demsetz talks about why she chose to teach 
at a community college and her passion for teaching and her students. Then, in the 

Message from the President
“CSM In Your Community” article, you can learn about the important role that our 
Fire Technology Program plays in protecting the communities in which we live.

In addition, I invite you to read about CSM’s new Honors Project, developed and led 
by three outstanding professors.  The Honors Project is providing students with a 
rich and challenging educational experience—based on inquiry and research–that 
is on par with honors programs at prestigious universities. 

Finally, this issue’s student success story showcases Aragon High School graduate 
Miya Oto, CSM’s All-American swimmer and water polo player who is also making 
an impression in the classroom. Read about how this accomplished young woman 
found success when she transferred from a major university to CSM. 

In addition to these stories, I hope that you take a look at the selection of classes 
that we are offering this fall and consider enrolling at CSM. Perhaps you will become 
one of our future success stories.

Michael Claire 
CSM President

Community Members: Are there topics or features 
you’d like to see in upcoming schedules? Please provide 
your suggestions and/or feedback to csmpr@smccd .edu . 
Thank you .

Pre-registration Matriculation activities: Placement Testing, College Orientation,  
Counseling—see page 5

Monday, April 29 –
Monday, May 6

WebSMART priority registration for Fall 2013 by  
appointment—continuing day and evening students

Monday, April 29 Veterans & Foster Youth, current SEP* required

Tuesday, April 30 EOPS, DSPS, CalWORKS, current SEP* required

Wednesday, May 1 Athletes, Honors Program Students, Associated Student Government, 
International Students; current SEP* required

Thursday, May 2 Continuing Students with current SEPs* by unit value earned, Continu-
ing Middle College Students

Sunday, May 5 All Continuing Students

Wednesday, May 8 Priority Enrollment Program participants, new matriculating students 
who have completed matriculation, new Middle College Students

Thursday, May 9 –  
Sunday, August 18

WebSMART registration for Fall 2013 by appointment—new, former, 
and continuing students

Wednesday, May 15 Students on probationary/dismissal status and who have over 75 units 
notified by college email regarding change in priority registration

Thursday, June 5 First Sallie Mae Payment due

Wednesday, July 31 at 
midnight 

IMPORTANT!  Deadline to pay student fees. If fees are not paid by this 
date, ALL your classes will be automatically dropped. 

Thursday, August 1 – 
Sunday, August 18

Students will be dropped from unpaid classes at midnight the day fol-
lowing their registration for non-payment of outstanding fees . Visit 
collegeofsanmateo .edu/fees for more information .

Thursday, August 15 – 
Friday, August 16

Flex Days - No Classes

Monday, August 19 Day and evening classes begin

Friday, August 30 Last day to add semester-long courses using WebSMART.

Friday, August 30 Last day to drop semester-long classes with eligibility for fee 
credit or partial refund . For short courses, eligibility for credit or re-
fund is within the first 10% of class meetings . For exact deadline date, 
check course in WebSMART: collegeofsanmateo .edu/websmart .

Saturday, August 31 – 
Sunday, September 1

Declared Recess

Monday, September 2 Holiday – Labor Day

Monday, September 2 Parking permit requirement begins . Citations will be issued for stu-
dents parking without a valid permit .

Sunday, September 8 Last day to declare Pass/No Pass option for semester-long classes with 
this option . For short courses, the deadline is within the first 30% of 
the class meetings . For exact deadline date, check course in Web-
SMART: collegeofsanmateo .edu/websmart .

Sunday, September 8 Semester-long classes officially dropped on or before this date will not 
appear on the student’s record . Short courses officially dropped within 
the first 30% of class meetings will not appear on the student’s record . 
For exact deadline date, check course in WebSMART: collegeofsanmateo .
edu/websmart .

Friday, October 4 Last day to apply for December 2013 A .A ./A .S . degree or program 
certificate . 

Saturday, October 5 Last Sallie Mae Payment Plan Due

Saturday, November 9 
– Sunday, November 10

Declared Recess

Monday, November 11 Holiday – Veterans Day

Friday, November 15 Last day to withdraw officially from a semester-long class with assurance 
of a “W” grade . For short courses the withdrawal deadline is at 75% of 
class meetings . For exact deadline date, check course in WebSMART: 
collegeofsanmateo .edu/websmart .

Wednesday, November 27 Declared Recess - evening classes only

Thursday, November 28 Holiday - Thanksgiving

Friday, November 29 – 
Sunday, December 1

Declared Recess

Thursday, December 12 – 
Wednesday, December 18

Final Examinations for day and evening classes

Wednesday, December 18 Day and evening classes end

Saturday, December 28 Fall 2013 official grades available on WebSMART

Tuesday, December 
24, 2013 – Wednesday, 
January 1, 2014

Holiday

Monday, January 13 Spring 2014 Semester begins

*For Student Educational Plan (SEP) assistance, contact Counseling at 574-6400.
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