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Big 5 Safety Protocols: Enhancing Campus Safety and Preparedness 
The SMCCCD is committed to ensuring the safety and security of all students, faculty, staff, and 
visitors. In line with our dedication to creating a secure campus environment, we have adopted 
the Big 5 Safety Protocols, which are designed to guide our community in responding 
effectively to potential emergencies. These protocols are integral to maintaining a safe and well-
prepared campus environment: 

1. Lockdown Barricade: In the event of an imminent threat, such as an active shooter or 
other violent incident, the priority is to immediately secure all individuals inside 
classrooms, offices, and other enclosed spaces. Lock and barricade doors, close blinds, 
turn off lights, and remain out of sight until law enforcement gives the all-clear. This 
protocol helps mitigate the danger of exposure to a potential threat. 

2. Secure Campus: When there is a threat in the surrounding area but not directly on 
campus, we will implement a Secure Campus protocol. All buildings will be locked, and 
individuals will be instructed to remain indoors. This ensures that the campus remains 
protected while monitoring the situation. Regular updates will be provided as more 
information becomes available. 

3. Evacuation: In certain emergency situations, remaining on campus may no longer be 
safe. The Evacuation protocol outlines the procedures for a coordinated and orderly 
departure from campus buildings. Students, staff, and faculty will follow designated 
evacuation routes and gather at predetermined assembly points. Evacuation plans are 
practiced regularly to ensure a swift and efficient response in the event of an emergency. 

4. Shelter in Place: In cases of natural disasters, hazardous materials incidents, or other 
environmental threats, the Shelter in Place protocol is activated. Individuals will be 
instructed to remain indoors, avoid exposure to outdoor conditions, and secure windows 
and doors. This protocol is designed to protect the campus community from potential 
dangers while authorities provide further guidance. 

5. Drop, Cover, and Hold On: In the event of an earthquake or significant seismic activity, 
it is crucial to take immediate protective actions. The Drop, Cover, and Hold On protocol 
instructs individuals to drop to the ground, seek shelter under sturdy furniture or walls, 
and hold on until the shaking stops. This simple but effective measure significantly 
reduces the risk of injury during seismic events. 

These Big 5 Safety Protocols are fundamental to our campus emergency preparedness efforts. 
We strongly encourage everyone to familiarize themselves with these protocols and participate in 
drills to ensure that, in the event of an emergency, we can act swiftly and effectively to protect 
our community. Your safety is our priority, and together, we can maintain a secure and resilient 
campus. 
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